
Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission
Belur Math

Over the last few decades India Post has honoured Sri Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda and
the twin organizations – Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission, by releasing  postal stamps
and stationery such as  first day covers, special  covers  and postcards on a number of important
occasions.  Apart  from India,  Sri  Lanka,  Malaysia  and Serbia  have also released commemorative
stamps. 

Items in this collection are grouped under five headings: Sri Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda,
Sister  Nivedita,  Swami Ranganathananda and  Branch Centres,  with the contents arranged mostly
chronologically under each heading. There are about 65 items here and that number is growing!

Sri Ramakrishna

A Stamp and a First Day 
Cover on Sri Ramakrishna 
were released in 1973.

Swami Vivekananda

A Stamp and a First Day 
Cover on Swami Vivekananda
were released in 1963, to 
commemorate Swami 
Vivekananda’s birth 
centenary.

A maximum card (postcard) 
was released on the occasion
of the birth centenary of 
Swami Vivekananda.

A definitive Stamp featuring 
Swami Vivekananda is in 
wide circulation.

(Designed to serve the everyday
postal needs of the country, 
definitive stamps are available 
for sale by the post office for an
extended period of time.)

Swami Vivekananda’s 
addresses in the World’s 
Parliament of Religions in 
Chicago, USA, in 1893 
turned out to be an epoch-
making event in the religious
history of modern world. His
first address delivered on 11
September 1893 began with 
now-famous words: “Sisters 
and Brothers of America”. 

A Stamp was released on 11
September 1993 to 
commemorate the 
centenary of his addresses 
in the Parliament of 
Religions.

Vivekananda Rock Memorial
in Kanyakumari is built on 
the rock where Swami 
Vivekananda meditated for 
three days in the last week 
of December 1892. The 
memorial was inaugurated 
on 2 September 1970. 

A Special Cover with a picture
of Swamiji meditating on the 
rock was released in 1975.

A Stamp and a First Day 
Cover featuring this sacred 
and historic place were 
released in 1996 to mark the
25th anniversary of the 
dedication of this memorial.

After attending the 
Parliament of Religions in 
Chicago, and preaching 
Vedanta in the USA and 
England, Swami 
Vivekananda returned to 
India to a heroic welcome. 
He first set his foot in Sri 
Lanka on 15 January 1897. 

On the centenary of his visit 
to the island nation, a Stamp
and a First Day Cover were 
released on 15 January 
1997.

Swami Vivekananda’s 150th 
birth anniversary (2013-14) 
was celebrated on a grand 
scale all over India and in a 
few countries abroad. 

Sri Kapil Sibal, 
Communication Minister, 
Government of India, 
released four Stamps – one 
of Rs. 20 denomination and 
three of Rs. 5 denomination, 
and a First Day Cover at a 
function held at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan, New Delhi, on 12 
January 2013.

Swami Prabhananda, 
General Secretary of 
Ramakrishna Math and 
Ramakrishna Mission, 
released a Stamp, brought 
out by Pos Malaysia (a post 
services company in 
Malaysia) on 2 August 2011.

Department of Posts, 
Chhattisgarh Circle, released
a Stamp Booklet in 2012 on 
the occasion of the 150th 
birth anniversary of Swami 
Vivekananda.

Sri Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
President of Sri Lanka, 
released a Stamp and a First
Day Cover on 7 June 2013 at
the Prime Minister’s House, 
Colombo in commemoration
of Swamiji’s 150th birth 
anniversary.

Mahatma Gandhi visited 
Belur Math on 30 January 
1921 when the 59th birth 
anniversary of Swami 
Vivekananda was being 
celebrated there. To mark 
the 95 years of Gandhiji’s 
visit, a Special Cover and a 
Postcard were released in 
2016.

Addressing the young men 
assembled at Belur Math on 
that day, Gandhiji remarked: 
“I have come here to pay my 
homage and respect to the 
revered memory of Swami 
Vivekananda, whose birthday 
is being celebrated today. I 
have gone through his works 
very thoroughly, and after 
having gone through them, the
love that I had for my country 
became a thousandfold. I ask 
you, young men, not to go 
away empty-handed without 
imbibing something of the
spirit of the place where 
Swami Vivekananda lived and 
died.”

The 125th anniversary of 
Swami Vivekananda’s 
speeches at the World's 
Parliament of Religions in 
Chicago, USA, was marked 
by the release of a Special 
Cover in 2017.

India – Serbia joint issue:

Stamps and First Day 
Covers were released by 
India and Serbia in 2018 to 
mark the 70 years of 
diplomatic relations 
between the two countries. 
The motifs selected for the 
stamps included likenesses 
of Swami Vivekananda and 
Nikola Tesla. 

Nikola Tesla, a Serbian 
American inventor and 
electrical engineer, attended 
Swami Vivekananda’s 
lectures in New York in 
1896, and was much drawn 
towards Swamiji’s 
exposition of Vedanta.

On 12 January 2019, the 
156th birth anniversary of 
Swami Vivekananda, a 
Special Cover was released 
to celebrate Swami 
Vivekananda’s visit to 
Kashmir.

The group photograph on 
the Special Cover showing 
Swamiji and others was 
taken in 1897 during 
Swamiji’s first visit to 
Kashmir.

A Special Cover was 
released in 2019 on the 
theme “Swami Vivekananda 
in Prayag”. 

Swami Vivekananda visited 
Allahabad (now Prayagraj) 
as an itinerant monk in 
January 1890.

Following a notification by 
the Government of India in 
1985, Swami Vivekananda’s 
birthday (12 January) is 
observed as National Youth 
Day every year.

On National Youth Day – 
2021, Bihar Postal Circle 
issued a Special Cancellation
depicting Swami 
Vivekananda and the motto 
of the Ramakrishna Order: 

    – आत्मनो मोक्षार्थं जगद्धिताय च
For one’s own Salvation and 
for the Welfare of the World.

Postcards featuring Swami Vivekananda

Sister Nivedita

On the occasion of Sister 
Nivedita’s birth centenary, a 
Stamp and First Day Cover 
were released in 1968.

Swami Ranganathananda

The birth centenary of 
Swami Ranganathanandaji 
(1908-2005), the 13th 
President of the 
Ramakrishna Math and 
Ramakrishna Mission, was 
marked by the release of a 
Stamp and a First Day Cover
in 2008.

Branch Centres

Sri Ramakrishna Vidyashala, Mysuru

The Vidyashala, a unit of Sri Ramakrishna Ashrama in Mysuru, is a premier residential school for
boys studying in classes 8 to 12. The silver jubilee of the Vidyashala was celebrated in 1978 with
the release of a Special Cover and Brochure.

Sri Ramakrishna Advaita Ashrama, Kalady

The ashrama was started in 1936 in Kalady,  the birthplace of  Sri  Shankaracharya. A Special
Cover was released on the occasion of its golden jubilee in 1986.

Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home – Batticaloa

This is an orphanage run by Ramakrishna Mission, Colombo, Sri Lanka, through its sub-centre in
Batticaloa. The platinum jubilee of the Students’ Home was celebrated in 2001 and was marked
by the release of a Stamp and First Day Cover.

Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai

The Students’ Home was started by Swami Ramakrishnanandaji, a disciple of Sri Ramakrishna, in
1905. The centenary of this institution nurturing orphan and destitute children was celebrated in
2005. A Special Cover was released in this connection.

Ramakrishna Mission Sevashrama, Vrindavan

The Sevashrama is providing healthcare facilities to needy people through its charitable hospital
in  the  sacred town of  Vrindavan in  Uttar  Pradesh.  A  Special  Cover  was released in  2008 in
commemoration of its centenary (1907-2007).

Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Narendrapur, Kolkata

This Ashrama with a cluster of educational institutions under its umbrella was founded in 1943.
A Special Cover was released in 2018 to celebrate:

• The platinum jubilee of this Ashrama.
• The diamond jubilee of its higher secondary school (Vidyalaya), founded in 1958.
• The golden jubilee of Industrial Training Centre, founded in 1967.

Ramakrishna Mission Boys’ Home, Rahara

Started in 1944, the Boys’ Home runs an orphanage where about 600 children are taken care of. It
also provides education to a good number of students through its three schools, two colleges
and an ITI. On the occasion of its platinum jubilee in 2018, a Special Cover was released.

Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission, Mumbai

A Special  Cover  was released in  2019 in  recognition of  the public  services rendered by this
branch since its inception in 1923.

Postage Stamps and Stationery on the Ramakrishna Movement



Sri Ramakrishna Saradashrama, Ponnampet

Mahatma Gandhi came to this ashrama situated in Coorg region of Karnataka on 22 February
1934 and stayed there overnight. He was on a tour of South India to collect funds for the victims
of a devastating earthquake. To mark the completion of 85 years of his visit to the ashrama, a
Special Cover was released in 2019 as part of the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.  

Gandhiji wrote in the ashrama’s dairy: “With great inconvenience to himself the Swamiji  [Swami
Shambhavananda, the head of the ashrama] gave shelter to my party for which I am grateful to
him.”

Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Belagavi

A Special Cover featuring this branch was released in 2021 to mark the National Tourism Day.

The ashrama is  situated on the premises of  a house sanctified by Swami Vivekananda who
stayed there for nine days in 1892. The house (tile-roofed structure seen in the picture below) is
presently maintained as a memorial.

Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Narainpur

In 2021, Chhattisgarh Postal Department brought out a Special Cover depicting the activities of
this branch which is serving the tribal population of Abujhmarh forest area in Chhattisgarh by
bringing them the light of education.

Ramakrishna Mission Vidyapith, Deoghar

This premier educational institution with a residential higher secondary school was started in
1922. The centenary of the Vidyapith was celebrated in 2022, and was marked by the release of a
Special Cover. 

Ramakrishna Math, Mangaluru

This centre was started in 1947. A Special Cover was released in 2022 as part of the platinum
jubilee.

Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Chennai

Swami Brahmananda Maharaj inaugurated the main building of this Students’ Home in 1921. He
fondly named the building “Palace for the Poor” since the institution caters to the educational
needs of orphan and destitute children. The centenary of “Palace for the Poor” and the residential
high school was celebrated in 2022. A Special Cover was released on the occasion.

* * * * *
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